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Summary

Dial Page, L.P. is petitioning for a rulenmaking to allocate
spectrumto Acknow edgenent Pagi ng (”AP”), a new enhanced pagi ng
servi ce.

Di al Page proposes AP as a regional paging service which
will allow the subscriber to acknow edge receipt of a paging
message via the pager. This new service will enhance the
efficiency of the public-swtched tel ephone network because it
woul d elimnate the need for subscribers to nmake telephone calls
to acknow edge recei pt of the page. Thus, AP would provide the
subscriber with an enriched paging service. AP w il also
i nprove and ensure flaw ess service since a subscriber will be
able to acknow edge and thus confirmreceipt of a page.

D al Page proposes that part of the 930-931 MHz be allocated

by the Commi ssion to this new paging service.
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Dial Page, L.P. (#pial Page"), by its attorneys and pursuant
to Rule Section 1.401, petitions the Conmssion to allocate a
portion of the reserve spectrumin the 930-931 Mz band for a
common carrier Acknow edgenent Paging Service (”AP”). I'n
support, Dial Page respectfully shows the follow ng:

. | nt r oducti on.

1. Dial Page is a South Carolina limted partnership and a
| ong-term Conmi ssion |icensee of Public Mbile Service facilities
| ocated throughout the states of Florida, Ceorgia, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.

2. D al Page provides paging service to approximtely
180, 000 subscribers throughout the southeast portion of the
United States. Dial Page offers its subscribers a variety of
services including tone-only, tone and voice, digital and
al phanuneric paging on both a local and regional basis.
Approxi mately 20 percent, or 36,000 of its subscribers, subscribe
to one of Dial Page's regional services.

3. As a current provider of communications services, D al

Page is aware of the need to enhance and inprove traditional
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paging services and is committed to the facilitation and
advancenent of innovative technologies and systens. Through its
experience and market surveys, Dial Page sees a need for advanced
pagi ng service, and has envisioned a systemit believes wll neet
this need.l/ Di al Page has the technical background, the
financial resources, andthe practical experience to make this
new service a reality. Thus, Dial Page petitions the Conm ssion
to commence rul emaki ng proceedings to support and pronote the
advanced paging technol ogy of AP service
1. Acknowledgement Paging Servi ce,

4. AP is a new advanced paging service which will allow a
pager user to i medi ately acknow edge recei pt of a page.21 AP

insures the page sender and the pager user that a page is

1/ Dial Page submits that this is an instance where a carrier
has determ ned a custoner demand, and is prepared to neet

that demand. The Commi ssion should note that, generally,

t he equi pnment manufacturers originate the provision of new
service rather than the carriers. Oten times, certain
custoners' needs are overl ooked because carriers have no
real incentive to devel op services. Manuf acturers | ook at
the devel opnent of a service on a nuch larger scale, and if
there is a large market, have incentive to develop
equi pnent . Carriers, on the other hand, have been
restricted to evaluating needs on a smaller, nore |oca

basi s. Commi ssion action setting aside spectrum for

advanced p%?ing services, pursuant to a request from D al
Page, could be an incentive to other carriers to devel op
other innovative needed services.

2/  Attached as Exhibit 1 is Dial Page's Request for a Pioneer's
Preference for the AP service which is being filed
concurrently with this Petition for Rulemaking. AP is not
in use anywhere in the United States or, for that matter,
abr oad. It is a conpletely new and i nnovative servi ce.
Dial Page submts that the Conm ssion, by allocating
frequencies for the provision of AP service would enhance
the world | eadership position of the United States in the
pagi ng industry.
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recei ved. The user can acknow edge a page w thout the need to
nmake a tel ephone call. Presently, apaging subscriber carries a
smal |l unit which receives a signal of very limted duration to
alert or instruct a user to do something.3/ The user nust then
find a tel ephone and call an office or answering service through
the public switched tel ephone network (#pPsTN#) to notify the
sender that a page was received. In today's world, the
acknow edgenent of receipt of a page requires the availability
and use of a tel ephone. AP elimnates that need by permtting
the user to acknow edge recei pt of a page by either automatic
trigger of a mechanism that sends a receipt nessage, or by
touching a button on the pager to send a recei pt nessage. If the
user does not acknow edge receipt of the page, the user will be

continually paged until the page is acknow edged. Thus, a user

wi Il never worry whet her an expected page was m ssed. AP will
reduce call backs, wll give the user the convenience of an
i medi ate reply, and will give the sender a positive nmessage

verification. AP, in short, ensures that a page is received.
Thus, AP creates a nore efficient and val uabl e pagi ng servi ce.

5. D al Page requests that the Conmm ssion anend its Table
of Frequency Allocations and Part 22 of its Rules to allocate

three channels in the 930-931 MHz band for operation of AP

3/ Dial Page is a leading provider of alphanuneric paging
service. Over 10 percent of Dial Page's customers subscribe
to this service. Al phanunmeric paging provides a user with a
nmessage of up to 80 characters, I_.e.. instructions. Thus,
AP woul d be extrenely val uable to subscribers because of the
assurance to both the wuser and the sender that an
information intensive page was received.
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service.4/ Dial Page subnits that a new frequency allocation is
necessary for the inplenmentation of AP service.51 Wiile there
are paging frequencies available, there are no clear channels for
a regional system AP utilizes a separate frequency from the
frequency on which a page is sent for receipt acknowledgement.$/
AP adds the additional feature of receipt acknow edgenent to
traditional paging services wthout making an existing service
obsol et e. As pagi ng services becone nore conplex and able to
provide a user with nore detailed information, AP service will be
of even greater value. Dial Page believes that a rul emaking w ||
pronot e advanced pagi ng services and the imedi ate inplenentation
of AP service.

6. AP service wll utilize existing paging frequencies
for the outgoing page and the newly allocated frequencies to

acknowl edge receipt of the page. AP service wll enploy a

4/ This 1 Mz band includes forty 25 MHz frequenci es. Thus,
three channels are 7.5 percent of the frequency band.

5/ Dial Page believes that use of existing allocated pagi ng
frequencies in the 35, 43, 150, 450 or 900 Mz bands, woul d
create a delay in the provision of AP service. D al Page
recogni zes that there are paging frequencies presently
avai | abl e throughout the country, but not on the sane

channel across the country. There certainl are no

Ietelﬁ clear channels for the provision of AP on a
reglonal asi s. Rat her, service would be pat chworked.
Moreover, if AP service utilizes a frequency that another
carrier nearby uses for a different purpose, AP will |ikely

cause interference due to the non-fixed nature of AP.

Finally, manufacturers are not going to produce a product
W t hout assurance of a bul k market. A mass market sinply
w Il not happen if the manufacturers are faced with buil ding
AP pagers across the entire pagi ng spectrum

§/ AP is used in conjunction with existing paging frequencies.
It does not replace them
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customi zed front end acknow edgenent controller unit for

acknow edgenent servi ce. The acknow edgenment controller unit
will store a page, assign an acknow edgenent nunber to each
pager, send the page to a paging termnal, poll an

acknow edgenent receiver for pages that are acknow edged and re-
send a page if no acknow edgenent is received after a preset
interval. Upon recei pt of acknow edgenent, the controller unit
can store the acknow edgenent for later retrieval, or send the
acknow edgenent back to the original calling party or a third
party via the PSTN In addition, the front end controller can
deliver an acknow edgenment to other renote front ends if the
customer is registered as a regional or nationw de traveler.Z/

7. The paging receiver and transmtter will use a standard
pagi ng receiver which includes the acknow edgenment transmtter.
The acknow edgenent of a page can be automatic or can be
activated by a button on the unit. Acknow edgenents can be pre-
programed canned nessages such as "pager received page” or ”I
received page” or "will call in one hour". These nmessages W | |
be custom zed for each user. The paging unit itself is
approxi mately the sanme size as those units manufactured today.
Acknow edgenent nmessages will be transmitted in short bursts of
hi gh speed data using a | ow powered transmtter built into the
pager (e.g. 2 Watts). The transmtter channel bandwidth wll be

standard 25 KHz. The AP unit receivers will be deployed around

Z/ Dial Page subnits that a common channel for regional
service would thus pronote roam ng.
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the city with coverage of approximtely 3 miles.8/ The receiving

unit is approximately 2 feet wwde and 1 foot high with a 3 foot

ant enna. It can be easily nounted on a tower or a side of a
bui | di ng. Each receiver covers approximately a 27 square mle
area. 21

8. Dial Page envisions AP as a regional service. Wile AP

service could be authorized on a |ocal basis, D al Page believes
a regional systemis nore functional and spectrum efficient.l0/
As a regional service that includes |ocal service, users that are
frequently traveling can be paged anywhere with just one call.ll/
Presently, paging carriers are experiencing increased demand for
regi onal coverage as their subscribers are becom ng nore nobile.
Regi onal paging services permt people to conmuni cate as they
travel. As stated above, 20 percent of Dial Page's subscribers
(or 36,000 custoners) currently subscribe to one of Dial Page's

regi onal services. Thus, such subscribers would |ikely demand

regi onal service of AP

8/ Di al Page proposes to collect the information by the use of
| eased lines or MAS-type carriers.

2/ D al Page has been assured by equipnment manufacturers
prelimnarily that the technol ogy necessary for AP service
exists today. \Wile there may be nmarginal costs associated
w th the equi pnent design and devel opnent, it is possible to
manuf acture the necessary equipnent now.

10/ See supra. note 5, p. 4.

11/ The Conmission should note that any paging carrier will be
able to conm ssion an AP |icensee to provide AP service to
its own subscribers.
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9. Regi onal availability of AP service will also benefit
the public interest because this service is an efficient
utilization of spectrum AP wll make existing paging

frequenci es nore val uabl e by providing an el ement of assurance to

t he pager user. As paging services are able to provide a user
with high speed data transnissions, the service becones nore
valuable.12/ Thus, AP provides insurance to paging users that
the service actually transmts the message.

[11. Public Need for Acknowledgement Paqing Service,

10. There is clearly a public need for AP service. Paging
is one of the nost widely used |and-nobile radio services. It is
used wi dely throughout the business and consumer narketplace.
Tel ocator recently estimated that 10 mllion subscribers use
pagi ng services today. In addition, Telocator stated that the
pagi ng industry has been growing at a rate of roughly 26 percent

a year.13/

12/ Where there is no assurance a user ever receives a message,
the val ue of such service is decreased. In addition, AP is
important for facilitating the locations of users. Wth AP
a sender could locate the user first, and then send a high
capacity page once the user is located. Thus, AP will nake
the spectrum nore efficient. Nationw de carriers mght find
AP particularly useful in conserving the capacity of their

net wor ks.

13/ see Petition for Rulemmkins to Anend Part 22 of the Rules
Tel ocator, January 23, 1991. In 1987, a survey estimated an
aggregate total of 6.5 mllion pagers in operation
generating annual service revenues of $2 billion. Nationa

Tel ecommunications and Information Administration, NTI A
Tel ecom 2000 (Cct., 1988). Prior to 1987, the annual growth
rate of paging users for four years was 15-20 percent.
Projection in 1988 forecast 10 mllion custoners by 1991 and
15 mllion by 1995. The 1991 estinmate has been proven
(continued...)
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11. Wiile paging services are used throughout all sectors
of the econony, the services industry has especially cone to rely
on and use paging services. The construction, transportation
and utilities sectors are also large users of paging. In
addition, public health and safety personnel rely heavily on the
paging service. AP can be a critical inprovenent in reliability
for an enmergency situation. In the nedical field, in
energencies, a patient nust call a doctor's answering service to
have a doctor paged. The patient and the answering service never
know whet her the doctor got the page. This affects patients in
potential energency situations when they are not sure what to do.
Wth AP, a doctor can respond imediately if he is reachable. AP
elimnates the uncertainty. In addition, in a sales office when
an account executive is out on call atatimewhen there is a
customer demand, an office is able to page that salesman to
respond to that demand and know whet her that sal esperson actually
got the nessage. Al'l of these conventional paging users would
benefit from acknow edgenment paging and are potentia
subscri bers.

12. Through its market studies, Dial Page has determ ned
that there is a custoner demand for AP service. D al Page

engaged A.D. Little to conduct a survey in the spring of 1991 to

13/¢. .. continued)
correct. Thus, Dial Page submits it is reasonably l|ikely
that by 1995, there will be more than 15 mllion paging custoners.
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determine the feasibility of AP in the marketplace.l4/ This
survey included a random statistically valid sanple of 200 Di al

Page pager users and 1,000 non-users. The survey indicated that

dependi ng upon the cost to the subscriber, at $10 to $20, the
penetration potential anong existing subscribers was between 24
percent and 34 percent, i.e., at $10 the potential penetration
was 34 percent; at $20 the potential penetration was 24 percent.

Thus, Dial Page estimates that out of its base of 180,000 current
subscribers, 43,000 will subscribe to AP service. The survey of

non-users also predicted that overall paging penetration would
increase by 15 percent. Conbining current paging users wth new
users, the study predicts that 4 mllion customers would use AP
on a national basis. Thus, Dial Page submts that there is a
mass market with various applications of use (rather than a niche
market) for AP service, and the Conm ssion should allocate new
spectrumto utilize AP service and inprove traditional paging
servicesl2/,

| V. Spectrum Al | ocati on.

A Spectrum.
13.  In 1982, the Comm ssion reserved 1 MHz in the 930-
931 MHz band for potential future use by advanced technol ogy

14/ The survey specifically asked customers whether they were
interested in a service such as AP.

15/ Once constructed, there are a nunber of additional uses that
AP woul d be able to serve. For exanple, AP would have the
ability to be used for telemetry services for status
reporting, and for personal |ocating devices.
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pagi ng systems.16/ Dial Page subnits that AP service is exactly
t he kind of advanced service the Conm ssion reserved for use on
this frequency.

14, Dial Page proposes that 3 channels of the 40 channels
in 1 MHz of spectrum between 930-931 Mz be allocated to AP
service.1Z/ Fromits market research, Dial Page believes that 3
channels will neet the customer demand for AP service. Dial Page
submits a 25 KHz <channel spacing would be appropriate,
Al location of this spectrum to AP will make all traditiona
pagi ng frequencies nore efficient because of the insurance val ue
provided to paging service by AP. Thus, the value of the
exi sting paging spectrum would be enhanced.

B. Geoaraphic Scope.

15. As described above, while AP could be provided on a
strictly local basis, D al Page proposes AP as a regional
system Exi sting pagi ng subscribers, as explained above, are
demandi ng regional coverage. I ndeed, many current paging
|'icensees provide nultistate coverage. Dial Page submits that
subscribers wll demand at |least the sane coverage as is

avail able for traditional paging systems.18/

It—-
o)}

/' Anmendnent of Parts 2 and 22 of the Commission's Rules to
Al l ocate Spectrumin the 928-941 WHz Band and to Establish
other Rules. Policies and Procedures for one-way Paai ng
Stations in the Donestic Public Land Mbil e Radio Service
89 F.C.C. 2d 1137 (1982) (~1982 Order").

|}-‘
~J
~

See supra, note 2, p. 2.

I}-‘
[¢]
~

Dial Page itself already provides traditional paging
services to four distinct region-w de systens. Twenty
(continued...)
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16. In addition, AP service on a local basis, is not the
most  functional or efficient use of spectrum Dial Page
envi sions AP as an enhancenent to traditional paging services.
AP utilizes a separate frequency to acknow edge a page and a
traditional paging frequency to receive a page. Thus, carriers
can continue operating on paging frequencies and add the feature
of receipt acknow edgement to its service. | f the Conm ssion
licenses AP by locality, system developnment would be nuch sl ower
due to the need for intercarrier agreenents. In addition,
carriers would be subject to the full panoply of state regulation
whi ch woul d al so |ikely delay devel opnent of a regional system
Accordingly, AP should be licensed on a regional basis to
maxi m ze use of the advanced AP service and the new spectrum
al | ocation.

17. A regional AP system would enable a subscriber to
recei ve a page and acknow edge a page when outside of its |ocal
service area. Many potential users wll travel within one
geogr aphi c region. It is Dial Page's experience, supported by a
mar ket study of a broad cross section of 1000 businesses, that in

excess of 80 percent of those businesses have enpl oyees that

18/ (. ..continued) _ _
percent of Dial Page's subscriber base subscribe to one of
Its region-w de systens.



-12-
travel no nore than 300 niles away from the hone office.13/
Thus, many businesses will benefit froma regional service.

18. In addition, regional service furthers the public
interest because it wll likely result in |ower prices for the
production of equipnment and the provision of service due to
econoni es of scale.29/ Equi pment nmanufacturers respond to
pl anned technol ogi cal devel opnent . Should the Conm ssion
allocate spectrum for a specific purpose, such action wll
encourage manufacturers to respond with technol ogi cal innovation
rather than waiting for spectrum devel opnent. Wt hout spectrum
al l ocation, technological innovation is retarded

19.  Accordingly, Dial Page proposes three (geographic
regions in the United States simlar to that proposed by PacTel
Paging in its August 2, 1991 petition for rulemaking:2l/ a
Pacific Region, a Mdwest Region, and an Atlantic Region. The

Pacific Region would include all states wholly wthin the

19/ As stated in note 7, ﬁ. 6, there are no clear channels for
regional service in the frequencies currently allocated for
paging. Thus, service would not be on a regional basis, but
rat her patchworked. Moreover, AP would |I|ikely cause
interference to other nearby carriers operating a different
service on the sane frequency.

20/ AP will enploy nultiple small self contained receiver units
and ant ennas.
21/ Amendnent of Table of Freauencv Allocations, PacTel Paging,

August 2, 1991.  Dial Page, however, wll support any
regi onal geographical division the Conmm ssion decides is
appropri ate.
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Pacific, Alaska, Standard (Hawaii), and Mountain Tine zones.22/
The Atlantic Region would include all states wholly within the
Eastern Standard tinme zone, except M chigan, Indiana, and
ohio.23/ The Mdwest Region would include all other states.241

20. By allocating three regions, the Commission can
permt the licensee to construct facilities within a region
without the need of additional authorization, other than
notification of construction of facilities. This procedure is
consistent with the Commission's handling of air-ground
nationw de servi ce. This is especially inportant because of the
need for nultiple receiver units in one city al one.

C. Technical Requirements.

21. Dial Page proposes that AP service be regul ated under
Part 22 of the Comm ssion's Rules. These Rul es, however, may

need to be nodified to support AP. For instance, there may be

¥
13
~

These states include Hawaii, Al aska, Washington, Oregon,
California, |daho, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Mntana, Wom ng,
Col orado, and New Mexi co.

L]
W
~

These states include Mine, New Hanpshire, Vernont,

Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Pennsyl vani a, Maryl and, Del awar e, District of

Columbia, West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Ceorgia, and Florida.

[y
>
~

These states include North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Ckl ahonm, Texas, M nnesot a, | owa, M ssouri,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Wsconsin, Illinois, Mchigan, Indiana,
Chi o, Kentucky, Tennessee, M ssissippi, and Al abama.
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provi si ons necessary to accommopdate the unique regional nature of
AP, such as fleet licensing.25/

D. 1 n nstr

22. The Conmi ssion should adopt standards for a schedul e of
construction to ensure against speculation, i_e., required to
construct receiver systemto cover 10 of the top 20 MsAs in 3
years. Since only three licenses will be awarded in each region,
such a schedule will ensure that the systems will be constructed.
V. Licensing Standards.

23. Licensees for AP should be regarded as non-dom nant
carriers. In addition, |icensees nust neet the Conm ssion's
basi ¢ qualifying standards. An AP applicant nust be (1) legally,
(2) financially, and (3) technically qualified to be a Conm ssion
licensee. Finally, the Conm ssion should use random selection to
award the |icensees.

A. Requlatory Status.

24. AP shoul d be regul ated as a non-dom nant common carrier

servi ce. D al Page proposes that three carriers be |icensed per
region to facilitate conpetition. Wth three carriers in a
region, no one carrier will have significant market power. In

addition, an AP licensee will be able to provide AP service to
other traditional paging conpanies since the subscriber units

woul d receive pages on a traditional frequency and transmt on a

25/ Dial Page is willing to submt reports of its performance
and market acceptance for the Conm ssion to evaluate AP
service and the technical requirenents under Part 22 of its
rul es. Thus, should any standards need to be nodified, it
coul d be done on an informed basis.
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separate frequency. In addition, licensees are required to offer

service to all prospective subscribers on a non-discrimnatory

basi s

25. The Conmi ssion should retain exclusive jurisdiction
over AP service because it is interstate in nature. W t hout
federal preenption, AP service will be subject to a variety of

state regul ations on technical aspects of the service, as well as
state entry and exit regulations, which could jeopardize the
regi onal nature of the AP service. Di al Page does, however,

fully recognize the need and supports state regul ati on of |ocal

servi ce.

BB Leqal Qualifications.
26. Dial Page proposes that the eligibility criteria of

Part 22.4 of the Rules govern the legal qualifications for AP
| i censes.

C Fi nancial Qualifications.

27. Applicants nust denonstrate that they have the
financial ability to construct and operate a regional system A
firmfinancial commtment should be required for each |icense. 261
Requiring a firmfinancial commtment at the time the application
is filed will help reduce speculative applications. \Wile it is
the Conmmi ssion's policy to encourage legitimte applicants,
such a requirenment will ensure that only bona fide applicants
file applications. In addition, this stricter requirement wll

make an applicant assess the economic viability of the AP system

26/ gee, e.qg., Section 22.917
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prior to filing for a license. Moreover, since only three
|icenses will be awarded in each region, an applicant nust be
able to denonstrate the ability to construct a regional systemto
ensure that this service is provided to the public. For the
above reasons, Dial Page recommends that applicants for AP
licenses be required to docunent the costs of construction and
operation of the proposed facilities on a regional basis for the
first three years,2Z/ together with other initial expenses and
denonstrate a firmfinancial commtnent to nmeet those costs.

D. Technical CQualifications.

28.  Applicants nust denonstrate their qualifications to
operate AP service. This denmonstration should include a history
of the applicant's experience constructing and operating a
conventional paging system and the applicant's experience in
t el econmuni cat i ons. In addition, an applicant nust provide a
conpl ete technical description of its proposed system

E. Licensee Selection Mthod.

29. Dial Page proposes assignnent by lottery. AP appears

to be an appropriate service for the use of a lottery for

selecting initial |icensees because the nunber of interested
providers of service will |ikely exceed the nunber of avail able
channel s. This process would serve the public interest by
expediting the provision of AP service to the public. The

Commi ssi on nust, however, adopt rules and procedures that wll

27/ This 3 year financial conmitnent corresponds with the
commtment to construct and cover 10 of the top 20 Msas
within a region in 3 years.
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reduce speculation for these |icenses. Di al Page reconmends
that applicants be pre-screened to ensure that they neet basic
qualifying criteria. In addition, an applicant should be allowed
to subnmit only one application per region. Finally, once the
initial license is awarded, it should not be transferable for at
| east one year with a requirenent that part of the system be
al ready constructed.Z28/

VI. Concl usion.

30, Dial Page respectfully petitions the Commission to
initiate a rul emaki ng proceeding to allocate spectrum and adopt
rul es for Acknow edgement Paging as set forth above. By separate
filingg Dial Page is requesting a Pioneer's Preference wth
respect to this new service.

Respectful ly submtted,
DI AL PAGE, L.P.

(] N —

Dial /Page, L.P.

301 Col | ege Street

Suite 700

Geenville, SC 29603-0767
(803) 242-0234

Lukas, MGowan, Nace & Cerald S. McGowan

Gutierrez, Chartered Marjorie Gller

1819 H Street, NW 7th Floor Attorneys for Dial Page, L.P.
Washi ngt on, DC 20006

(202) 857-3500

Cctober 11, 1991

28/ pial Page acknow edges that transferability is inportant in
terms of attracting capital which, in turn, pronotes
i nnovation by facilitating the developnent of new
t echnol ogy such as AP.



Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COWM SS|I ON
Washi ngton, DC 20554

In the Hatter of

Amendrment of the Table of
Frequency Al | ocations and

Part 22 of the Rules Relative
to the Allocation of Reserve
Spectrum for a Common Carrier
Acknow edgenent Paging Service

File No.

REQUEST FOR Pl ONEER S PREFERENCE

Dial Page, L.P. ("Dial Page"), by its attorneys and pursuant
to Rule Section 1.402, requests a Pioneer's Preference in
connection with its Petition for Rul emaki ng (”pPetition”) for the
allocation of a portion of the reserve spectrumin the 930-931

MHz band for a conmmon carrier Acknow edgenent Pagi ng Service

("AP"). Di al Page is filing concurrently herewith an
application for an experinmental I|icense for AP service. In
support of this request, Dial Page respectfully shows the
fol | ow ng:

[ . | ntroducti on.

1. Dial Page is a South Carolina limted partnership and a
| ong-term Comm ssion |icensee of Public Mbile Service facilities
| ocated throughout the states of Florida, Georgia, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.

2. Di al Page provides paging service to approximately

180, 000 subscri bers through the southeast portion of the United
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States. Dial Page offers its subscribers a variety of paging
services on a local and regional basis.

3. As a provider of conmmunication services, D al Page is
in a good position to assess and neet the needs of its paging
subscri bers. Dial Page submts that AP is a new service that
will greatly enhance traditional paging services. Dial Page has
the techni cal background, the financial resources, and the
practical experience to develop and inplenment AP service.

[1. Eliqibility Requirements for a Pioneer's Preference.

4. Section 1.402 of the Comm ssion's Rules, 47 C F.R
1.402, sets forth the eligibility requirenents for a pioneer's
pref erence:

(1) the applicant must request an allocation of spectrum

for the new service or for the service that wll

substantially enhance an existing service;

(2) the preference request nmust contain information

regarding the frequencies it proposes to use, the geographic

area, and how existing licensing should or should not
apply;

(3) the applicant nust denonstrate that it has devel oped

the new service or technology, has brought out the

capabilities or possibilities of the technol ogy or service,

or has brought thema nore advanced or effective state; and
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(4) the applicant must denonstrate the technical

feasibility of the proposal

A ncurrent R est for Al ion of Spectrum,

5. An entity that seeks a Pioneer's Preference nust also
file a request for an allocation of spectrumfor its proposed
servi ce. Concurrent with this request for a Pioneer's
Preference, Dial Page has filed a Petition for Rulemaking
requesting allocation of spectrum for Acknow edgenent Paging. In
its Petition, Dial Page proposes that three channels in 1 MHz of
spectrum bet ween 930-931 Miz be allocated to AP service. Di al
Page submits that this band was reserved by the Conmm ssion for

this use - to facilitate and pronote advanced technol ogy pagi ng

syst ens.
B. Acknowledgement Paging Servi ce.
6. The Conmission, at its discretion, grants a Pioneer's

Preference to an entity that denonstrates that it has devel oped
an innovative proposal that |leads to the establishnment of a new
service or enhances an existing service. AP is a new advanced
pagi ng service that al so enhances existing paging services.

7. AP allows a pager wuser to immediately acknow edge
recei pt of a page without the need to nake a tel ephone call. AP
service will permt the user to acknow edge receipt of a page by
either the touch of a button on the unit or by an automatic
mechanismin the unit that sends a message of receipt. |If a user
does not acknow edge receipt of a page, the user wll be

continually paged. Thus, AP reduces call backs, allows the user
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to reply i mediately, and gives the sender verification that the
page was received. A detailed description of Dial Page's
proposed AP service is contained in the Petition for Rul emaking
filed simultaneously herewith and Exhibit 2 attached hereto
illustrates how AP will function. AP is a brand new innovative
service not in use anywhere in the United States nor to Dial
Page's know edge, in the world.

8. AP enhances traditional paging services. The AP
service wll utilize existing paging frequencies for the
outgoing page and the new frequency for the receipt
acknow edgement . Thus, AP is used in conjunction with existing
pagi ng service. It does not nmake any pagi ng service obsol ete.
Rather, AP nakes traditional paging services nore val uabl e by
addi ng a nmeasure of insurance that a page was actually received.
As traditional paging services are becom ng nore conplex by
providing a user with nore detailed information transm ssions, AP

will become nore inportant to assure a user that the nmessage was

actually transmtted. Thus, AP enhances existing paging
services.

C. Spectrum Al | ocation

9. D al Page proposes that three channels of the 40

channels in 1 MHz of spectrum between 930-931 MHz be allocated to
AP servi ce. Di al Page submts that AP service is a service for

whi ch the Conmission specifically reserved this spectrum.l/

1/ Amendment of Parts 2 and 22 of the Conmission's Rules to
Al l ocate Spectrum in the 928-941 MHz Band and to establish

(continued...)
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D. Techni cal Feasibility

10. The provision of AP service is technically feasible.
Dial Page has prelimnarily submtted its proposal to equipnent
manuf act urers. The equi prent manufacturers have assured D al
Page that the technol ogy necessary for AP service exists today.
While there may be marginal costs associated with the equi pnent
desi gn and devel opnent, it is possible to manufacture the
equi pmrent  now.

11. AP service will utilize existing paging frequencies for
the outgoing page and the newy allocated frequencies to
acknowl edge receipt of the page. The paging unit wll be
approxi mately the same size as those units nmanufactured today.
Acknow edgenent nmessages will be transmitted in short bursts of
hi gh speed data using | owpowered transmtters built into the
pager (e.g. 2 Watts). The transmtter channel bandwi dth will be
standard 25 KHz. AP service receiving unity will be deployed in
a three mle radius, each covering a 25 square nile area.

E. Geographic Area.

12. Dial Page proposes that AP be l|licensed as a regional
service. As a regional service, subscribers can be paged as they
travel from one service area to another with just one call.
There is a growing demand for regional service as evidenced by a

mar ket study conducted by Dial Page. The study concl uded that

1/ ¢...continued)
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